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ISSUED FROM THE OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 


INTERNATIONAL USE OF AML 


Foreign visitors are frequent at the Army Medical 
Library; examination of the attendance register for the 
past few weeks reveals the names of scholars from Canada, 
Venezuela, Panama, Germany, Austria, Sweden, England, India, 
and Thailand. The number of these visitors tells how wide- 
spread is the knowledge of. the Army Medical Library abroad, 
and gives useful sidelights on the value of the Library's 
collections. 


Foreign scholars also may use the bibliographic serv- 
ices of the Library through letter mail. Only the privilege 
of inter-library loan is restricted to patrons within the 
continental United States. A check on one month's photo- 
duplication orders shows that about eleven percent of the 
total comes from foreign nationals. During the same month 
only six percent of our photoduplication orders were for 
free microfilm loans; two-thirds of these went to foreign 
nationals (about one-third of the total foreign requests). 
This is understandable when one realizes the difficulty of 
obtaining dollars in soft-currency countries. A signifi- 
cant number of foreign requests are paid for in UNESCO 
coupons. 


A very wide variety of questions are received, from 
governmental and quasi-governmental bodies, as well as from 
ndividuals. Recently we have been asked about Tushnov's 
method of preparing thymus extract, about salt and water 
metabolism under conditions of extreme heat, about the in- 
idence of tuberculosis among Irish immigrants to the United 
States in the 19th century, about World War I anti-malaria 
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posters, about rodenticidal agents, about pappataci fever 
in the Americas and scrub typhus in Burma. 


John Shaw Billings used to call the Library of the Sur- 
geon General's Office the National Medical Library; fra 
his day to this, the Army Medical Library has had an inter- 
national clientele. It is heartening to be able to record 
these instances of the free exchange of scientific knowl- 
edge across national barriers. 


DR. TEMKIN SPEAKS TO STAFF 


The Army Medical Library Annual Staff Association 
Lecture will be delivered on 8 January 1952 by Dr. Owsei 


Temkin, Associate Professor of the Institute of the History 
of Medicine, Johns Hopkins University, whose topic will be 
"Motives in the Rise of Renaissance Anatomy." The lecture 
will be illustrated by lantern slides from the works of 


Leonardo da Vinci, Vesalius, Fallopius, and others. 


MONOGRAPH COLLECTION TO CLEVELAND 


On 13 December 1951 the first of two van loads of 19th 
century monographs published from 1801 to 1850, amounting 
to approximately 10,000 volumes, was dispatched to the 
History of Medicine Division in Cleveland, Ohio. The Chief 
of that Division, Dr. William Jerome Wilson, reports that 


the van arrived safely the following day in the midst of a 


blizzard and one of the city's worst traffic jams in years; 


the books were unloaded, however, without mishap. The | 


second shipment was ready and loaded on 20 December 1951, 
but because of the severe weather was held in Washington 
until 26 December; this latter shipment was received by 
Dr. Wilson on the afternoon of the 27th. Members of the 
staffs of the Stack Service of the Reference Division and 
the Service Unit of the Administrative Division, who had 
been assigned the task of readying the collection for ship- 
ment, were commended by the Director for the efficient way 
in which the project was carried out. 
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ARMY MEDICAL LIBRARY NEWS 
a 


EXHIBIT 


The Library will have on display during the month of 
January its joint exhibit with the Armed Forces Institute 
of Pathology showing the development of the stethoscope, 
from Laennec's first attempts to the latest electronic 


model. 


According to tradition, Laennec, who invented the 
stethoscope in 1816, hit upon the scheme by observing chil- 
dren listening to vibrations traveling along a wooden beam. 
Using this principle of sound conduction, he devised the 
first stethoscope - merely a sheaf of paper rolled into a 
cylinder. He described the body sounds and their meanings 
in 1819 in his epoch-making work, Traité de 1'ausculation 
médiate. 





In this exhibit a model of the first stethoscope and 
many later models come from the Institute's Museum collec- 
tions. The first and second editions of the Traité, as 
well as translations and commentaries on it, come from the 
Library. 


AML 1952 CATALOG CARDS 


The Library of Congress has announced a change in the 
price of the Army Medical Library catalog cards for 1952. 
These cards will be sold at one cent each instead of $100 
for the yearly series. They will be sold on a subscription 
basis and it will not be possible tc buy selected cards. 


The series is expected to approximate 15,000 cards; the 1951 
series contained 14,526 cards. 


PUBLICATIONS 


A world list of national and international pharmaco- 
poelas, begun by Mrs. Irene Macy Strieby of the Lilly 
Research Laboratories, has been completed by Miss Marjory 
Spencer of the Reference Division. It is based, in part, 
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on data submitted by librarians, doctors, and editors in 
this country and abroad. The List will be published in th 
April 1952 issue of the Bulletin of the Medical Library 
Association. 


Copies of the most recent bibliography compiled by the 
Army Medical Library, "Intravenous Injection of Fats ang 
Oils for Nutritive Purposes," by Miss Eleanor Johnson, arg 
available on request. Miss Johnson, formerly of the AML 
staff, is now a member of the staff of the New York Acad- 
emy Of Medicine Library. 


Still available is the bibliography on "Nitrogenl5 in 
Biological Research," also compiled by Miss Johnson; and 
300n to be available is "Fibrinolysin, Profibrinolysin, and 
Antifibrinolysin," compiled by Miss Jacqueline Chambers. 


The bibliography by Mr. Karl A. Baer, "Plasma Substi- 
tutes Except Those Derived from Human Blood," is now in 
press and will be ready for distribution about the first of 
March. In compiling this bibliography the cooperation of 
Dr. F. Douglas Lawrason, of the National Research Council, 
was particularly helpful. 


Sketches on some of the oil paintings in the Library's 
collection have been appearing periodically in the weekly 
staff bulletin. It is planned, at the close of this series, 
to publish these sketches in mimeograph form.’Anyone interé« 
ested in receiving a copy of this, when published, may do 
so by request to the Director., 


AML CLASSIFICATION 
ADDITIONS AND CORRECTIONS 


A list of additions and changes to the first edition 
of the Army Medical Library Classification has been pre- 
pared and is available free of charge to anyone interested. 
Requests should be addressed to the Catalog Division, Army 


Medical Library, Seventh Street and Independence Avenue, 
S.W., Washington 25, D. C. ; 

















